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yroiT* News Disjxstches 


Japanese and American ex perts will 
dismantle and i nspoet the top- seeret 
supersonic Soviet Mig-25 flown to Ja* 
pan by a tiefecting Russian pilot, a 
Japanese Government spokesman in 
Tokyo said yesterday. 

M \v’e reeeived word through the For- 
eign Minist ry tliat the U.S. milltary 
promised to cooperate ‘under Japan’s 
initiative' for dismanUing, transfer- 
ring and inspeetin«” the plane, the 
spokesman said. “We plan to begin 
dismantling the jet SlUKIay. ,, 

Meanwhile, the West German 
weekly news magazine Stem reported 
yesterda y that the Soviet pilot, lst LI. 
Viktor Belenko, was persuaded to de- 
feet by an Austrian en gineer w ork mg 
for the Central Intelligence Agency. 

The magazine said Japauese author- 
ities were told to expect the pilot 1 * ar- 
rival at leasfc 10 davs betøre the jet. 
codenamed Foxbat by NATO, touehed 
down at a Japanese civiiian airport 
Sept. 6. 

Quoting reliable Western sources, 
Stern said the pilot was rirst- ap- 
proached in August 1974 at an East- 
West symposium on Space and high- 
Ievel flight being held at Tsakhikad-. 
sov in the Sovjet Republie of Armenia. 
The Austrian engineer who reportedi y 
approached Belenko was not iclenti- 
fied by the magazine. 

The Soviet flyer was one of three 
Mig- 2 o pilots who had been selectecl 
by the CIA as a possible de f eet or, the 
magazine said, Belenko spoke uood 
Knglish and was ha ving difficulties 
with his superior officers, aecørding 
to Stern. 

The difficulries ctilminated shortly 
before his defeetion in a disciplinary 
hearing at vvhich Belenko uas aecused 
of *Tuxurious extra vakances." He was 
penah/ed by being pested to a bibe- 
rian base. 



There was no explanation of why if 


Belenko were linder a cloud the Sovl- 
ets allowetl him to kcep fly in g the 
Mig-25. 

At the lime of his defeetion, Stern 
said, Beicnko’s jet was cscorted by an- 
other Mig-25 on a patrol flight. To 
I o, se the escort, the report said, Be- 
lenko feigned en gine trouble and 
slowed down his jet to save fuel. 


Following erøergency procedures, 
the escort eircled over the sup pos edly 
disabled jet untii its own fuel supply 
ran too low tor it to pursue Belenko’ s . 
suddpnly acc el er ating plane, Stern ; 
said. j 

.Belenko was grant ed asy lum in the * 


United States a week ago. . 

There was no U.S. cornment on the .= 


Japanese report that Japanese and 
U.3. experts will diesmantie the Mig. 5 
The Kyodo news service reported that } 


Lt. Gen. Walter T. 
mand er o£ U.S. forces 
met witli Japanese ai 
force authorities. 


Galligan, com- « 
in Japan, had j 
r self defense -* 
I 


Theré have been reports that the ; 
agency hopes to borrow a giant Amer- f 
icau C-5A transport plane to transfer - 
the Soviet aircraft from Hakodate air- 
port in northern Japan, where it 
landed. to a Japanese air base. 

The aircraft files at speeds of up to 
2,000 miles per hour at BO, 000 feet. 

In form ed sources have said the air- 
crail is løss ad van ed than previously 
bdieved. They compared it with a 
■manned rcckel/’ the sources said one 
of the biggest surprises is that if has 
no parachute ejecrion gear for the pi- 
lot. 


The plane was deseribed as a high- 
alUtude, high -spe ed interceptor rather „ 
than D fighter. 

The Soviet Union has cemanded re- 
peatedly that the jet be retur ned. 
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